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Report presented by

Justicia Para Nuestras Hijas  Justice For Our Daughters

In the last ten years in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico, some 268 women have been murdered and 250 missing person cases remain unsolved
. These crime figures are well above the national average as well as those of similar cities
.  The brutal circumstances under which the women have perished is also notorious; sexual assault, torture, mutilation, murder and corpses that are abandoned in unpopulated areas. This phenomenon reached the Capital City of the State of Chihuahua in 1999, and constitutes a condition of violence against women that is systematic and that follows a persistent pattern. This situation is unprecedented in Mexico and Latin America.

These facts clearly represent a violation of the right to life, of women’s right to life in particular, as well as to integrity, justice and due process. The victims and their families have suffered discrimination.

The Mexican government also recognizes this phenomenon. In February 2003 at the hearings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Mexico committed itself to establishing a means of monitoring official response to the situation, claiming that it would devote state, federal and municipal support to the investigation and prevention of the crimes. 

Over the past decade the state, federal and municipal authorities have been ineffectual in their responses. They have not carried out their duty to preserve the human rights of the victims and their families. . 

The authorities are guilty of acts of omission and discrimination because:


· They don’t search for the women when they disappear by arguing that their disappearance is not a crime. The murdered women were reported missing and in most cases it has been established that the women survived for a few days before dying. 

· In most cases there are numerous faults, setbacks, omissions, distortions and misrepresentations in the files, the expert evidence and proceedings.

· The police do have anti-kidnapping programs, just as they have programs to prevent bank, business and car thefts, etc. There are ways of detecting who, what, where and how these crimes are committed. But the police do not have a single program to attend to the disappearances of these women, nor of data banks. 

· No human or material resources have been assigned to carry out the investigations. For example, for over a year a DNA Laboratory was promised for needed forensic services, but to date it has not active. To date there still is no multidisciplinary professional team assigned to investigate the crimes. 

There is abuse of power and procedural fraud.  In some cases evidence is hidden. Evidence is also fabricated and confessions are extracted under torture. 
The authorities engage in harassment:

· They mistreat, accuse and denigrate families and victims. 

· They intimidate witnesses.  

· Individuals and non-governmental organizations that are demanding and end to impunity are dismissed, threatened and attacked. 

· Unjustifiable haste is used against the families in order to expedite the cases.  

· The mothers of victims are sexually harassed. 
About Key Witnesses:

· Discriminatory statements are made to the press. 

The irregularities are so constant that they border on complicity with the murderers. 

To date:

Ten years have gone by since the crimes began

· There have been two governors in the state of Chihuahua, Francisco Barrios Terrazas from the PAN, and Patricio Martínez García from the PRI 

· There have been four State Attorney Generals: Francisco Molina Ruiz, Arturo Chávez Chávez from the PAN; Arturo González Rascón y José Jesús Solís Silva from the PRI 

· There have been eight special prosecutors in charge of the investigations since the prosecutor’s office was created in December of 1997, at the request of non-governmental organizations. 
· There was one recommendation from the CNDH (National Commission on Human Rights) in 1998. In the five years since this document was made public none of what was called for has actually been brought about by the Government of the State of Chihuahua or by the City of Juarez. There not has not been a monitoring of its compliance on behalf of the Commission that made the recommendation. 
· The declarations of the authorities range from “these figures are normal” to  “they asked for it” and “they had a double life,” as was stated by Francisco Barrios, and to “there are no dead women in my government” as was stated by Patricio Martinez. 
· The principle evidence against the alleged responsible parties is their own statement, often made under torture. 

· International Reports. The Special Investigators of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights have issued a statement in which they have expressed their concern about the facts, the gaps, the lack of independence of the judges and attorneys, violence against women and illegal executions. The Special Investigator of the Inter-American Commission expresses all this in a recent report on Human Rights, Marta Altoaguirre. 

The governments of Francisco Barrio and Patricio Martinez have consistently minimized the facts, blamed the victims, justified governmental actions, skimped on budgets and fabricated perpetrators. The difference between them is that Patricio Martinez has hounded, harassed, intimidated and attacked non-governmental organizations, journalists, attorneys, investigators, and family members of the victims and accused parties. 

Attacks against attorneys and human rights advocates. 

Far from complying with its responsibility to safeguard the population, especially women, the state authority’s principal concern is to protect the image of the state government and on top of this state authorities blame civil society for its incompetence. 
Against attorneys and advocates: There have been threats against Irene Blanco, attorney for Omar Latif Shariff the Egyptian (one of the accused) as well as the attempted attack on his son in May of 1999. There were threats against Mario Escobedo, who was the attorney for Victor García and Gustavo González, the supposed assassins of 8 women found in November of 2001 and he was assassinated in February of 2002. The offices of attorneys of Ulises Perzábal and Cynthia Kiecker, also accused of murder, are under electronic surveillance and are watched constantly by helicopter. 

Against the victims’ families: The humiliation and mistreatment of the families of the victims ranges from comments from the authorities such as “if your daughters are out on the streets raising hell, we will not look for them,” to their being publicly discredited. The parents of Paloma Escobar have been harassed. 
Against the accused: Their confessions are obtained under torture; Shariff, the accused members of the gangs known as, los ruteros, la foca y el cerillo were unjustifiably transferred to the jail in Chihuahua; violation of due process; being retained incommunicado; the unjust restriction of their visitation rights, including limiting their access to their attorneys; the suspicious death of Gustavo Gonzalez. Witnesses and the accused have been kidnapped, tortured and threatened with death in the cases of Ulises Perzabal, Cynthia Kiecker and David Meza Argueta. 
Attacks against non-governmental organizations: 

Since the beginning of 1996 when Esther Chavez Cano headed the first protests against the murders, she has been constantly discredited and assaulted. She has been threatened by the current administration. At present she is taking precautionary protective measures. 

In November of 2001 the guards of the governor’s office led an assault on the women who protested in front of that building when eight bodies were found in a cotton field in Ciudad Juarez.

March 2002 The Cross of Nails, which is the symbol of our struggle, was vandalized and burned when it was located in Plaza Hidalgo in front of the governor’s office. 

June 22 The Cross of Nails was stolen from the Plaza that is directly in front to of the governor’s balcony, even though there are video surveillance cameras installed inside and outside the governor’s office building.

June 23 In newspapers throughout the state of Chihuahua, there were inserts published and paid for with public funds and signed by PRI state representatives asking that we not be allowed to install another cross in the plaza.

June 24 A group of men and women from Juarez wearing T shirts that said The Alliance for Juarez – PRI and PVEM dressed in white and carry bats attacked the Women in Black who were protesting the theft of the cross. Fortunately the presence of the press prevented the attack from escalating.

July 16 A group of hooded people with assault weapons, infra-red lights and guns descended on the plant where a group of steel workers from Chihuahua were making a cross to substitute for the one that was stolen. They beat up and threatened the watchmen there and took the cross.

July 21 The governor’s bodyguards attacked a group of women who were trying to approach the government to give him a letter.

February 22, 2003 In the Chihuahua Herald in an eight column article, the President of the Supreme Court of Chihuahua, the first representative of the State Commission on Human Rights and the Chief of the Police Unit on Sexual Crimes accused all the NGOs, especially the Women in Black or taking political advantage of the situation and in some cases of taking money from the families of the victims.

March 8 2003 A march led by the Women in Black and the Youths for Diversity was attacked and intimidated by approximately 400 members of the municipal police, federal agents and was tracked by helicopter.

May 1 2003 From the bleachers where the authorities and popular representatives greeted the annual workers’ parade the state governor Patricio Martinez yelled insults at Lucha Castro, activist and attorney for the families of the disappeared and murdered women of Juarez and Chihuahua.

June 2003 The Attorney General of the State declares that he will investigate the Women in Black for their possible involvement in the killing of Viviana Rayas. After detaining Ulises Perzabal and Cynthia Kiecker, the alleged killers of Viviana Rayas, a wave of repression began against all those presumed to be “different.” These youths are detained and beaten solely for peddling arts and crafts, or for having long hair or braids or tattoos. Women with nails or lips painted black are also harassed. A wave of attacks on businesses that sell or present rock music, or that sell esoteric and so-called diabolical items (according to the authorities) are also targeted. The denunciation of these actions and the ensuing march “Against Torture, For Diversity and Tolerance” are subject to from aggression by the authorities.

July 2003 The media campaign against the NGOs intensifies, including attempts to discredit them, harassment and threats motivated by the fierce opposition to the investigation that was being undertaken by Attorney General into allegations of torture, kidnapping and intimidation.

On July 14th a body was found near a place called the Horns of the Moon. It is presumed to be the body of Neyra Azucena Cervantes. Her father and cousin were kidnapped and tortured. Her father was set free and after extracting a confession from him under torture, her cousin David Meza Argueta is found guilty based on that confession alone.

On the 17th of June members of the press discover another body near the place where the last one was found. This has been kept secret to date by the PGJE. 

August 2003 As a result of the formal complaint lodged by the mothers and families that there were not taken into account in the elaboration of the Program for Public Safety, and that they were not invited to its formal presentation, and after the fierce opposition of Patricia Cervantes to the plan to identify and bury the remains that the Attorney General’s office says are those of her daughter Neyra Azucena, the PGJE resume an intense campaign of discreditation and threats and accuse Lucha Castro of obstructing justice. This campaign involves the complicity of some of the media in that they only disseminate the views of the PGJE, rather than adhering to journalistic standards of balanced reporting.

The government also carried out a media campaign nationally and internationally against Amnesty International, accusing it of partiality, and of circulating fallacious misinformation, because of the report that it issued in relation to the disappearances and murders of women in Juarez and Chihuahua. The governments spent an extraordinary amount of public funds on all the local and national media, with full-page ads responding to Amnesty International. In addition, entrepreneurs, law firms, women’s groups and even the governor joined the campaign against the Amnesty International report.

September 2003 On September 7th another cadaver was found on the highway to Juarez. It is presumed to be that of Diana Yazmin Garcia Medrana. Her mother and sister identified some of her belongings but they demand a DNA test. The body remains in the security complex of the PGJE.

The Problem

The authorities operate from the theory that the girls left of their own accord, and they look for and invent reasons to justify this argument: family problems, overprotectiveness, lack of control over them, mistreatment, the desire to have a good time, etc. This is reiterated by the police who come to ask the family “what’s new” or as in the cases in February-March of 2001 they go out with the mothers to look for them in the brothels where the missing women supposedly “went.”

Due to their complicity or misogyny the authorities don’t want to see that there is a recurring phenomenon of violence against women that is a product of economic, social and cultural changes that have occurred in recent years that have changed the roles that men and women play in relation to the family, the job market and society in general.

Feelings of hatred toward women and desires for vengeance have festered due to the new role they play in a society. Resentful men exercise power against women in the form of domestic violence, rape and murder, together with organized crime related to prostitution and pornography. Until now, the authorities have been unable to stop the crimes. The murders are committed by multiple perpetrators and for multiple reasons. What they have in common is the atmosphere of impunity that has encouraged these killings.  

This recurring phenomenon which has existed for ten years on Ciudad Juarez has now extended to Chihuahua City.

Situation in Chihuahua City

A) Disappeared


Miriam Cristina Gallegos Venegas

Exp. 144/00
· 17 years old

· Maquiladora worker

· Disappeared on Thursday, May 3 2000, at noon 

·    She was on her way from home to work at the ACS Maquiladora

2
Erika Noemí Carrillo Enríquez

Exp. 384/00
· 20 years old, single       

· Student at the ECCO Computer School

· Disappeared on Tuesday, December 12, 2000 at 6pm

·   She left her house to go to the Zarco shopping mall to have a haircut. 

3
Rosalba Pizarro Ortega

Exp. 48/01
· 17 years old

· unemployed domestic

· Disappearing on Thursday, February 22 2001 at noon.

     She went to leave a job application at a business in the center of town. 

 
Julieta Marlena González Valenzuela

Exp. 62/01
· 17 years old, single

· High school student and maquiladora worker 

· Disappeared on Thursday, March 8 2001 

· She was leaving her school in the city center and was on her way home



5
Minerva Teresa Torres Albeldaño

Exp. 66/01


· 18 years old

· unemployed maquiladora worker

· Disappeared on Tuesday, March 13 2001 at 9am.

· She had left her house and was on her way to a job interview. 



6
Yesenia Concepción Vega Márquez
· 16 years old, single

· Disappeared in March 2001

· 

7
Claudia Yudith Urías Berthaud 


· 14 years old

· Disappeared March 9 at 9am

· She had left her home in the  Col. Mineral 2 and was on her way to the Col. 20 Aniversario to her grandmother’s house

· Student at Col. Villa high school

8
Neyra Azucena Cervantes

The authorities claim to have found her body on the 14th of July in a place called the Horns of the Moon
· 19 years old

· Disappearing Tuesday, May 13 2003 at 7pm.

· She had left the ERA Computer School on the corner of Victoria and Independencia streets and was on her way home 

· A graduate of the College of Science and employee of a store next to the computer school.



9
Diana Yazmin García Medrano 

The authorities claim to have found her body on August 7 on the old highway to Juarez. 
· 18 years old

· Disappeared on May 27 at 2pm 

· She had left her house and was on the way to the BC& T Computer School in the city center. 

B) MURDERED

DATE
NAME
CHARACTERISTICS

March 1999 
Norma Leticia Luna Holguín 


16 years old, domestic worker. Her body was found semi-naked near the PRESA El Rejon on March 24 1999 after having been missing for 26 days.

May 2000
Jaquelín Cristina Sánchez Hernández       
14 years old, secondary school student in the colonia Francisco Villa. Disappeared on May 11, 2000. Her body was found semi-naked in the field of Los Nogales near the Motorola building.



June 2001
Erika Ivonne Ruiz Zavala       
16 years old, disappeared on June 23 2001. Her body was found half buried at the foot of a tomb in the municipal cemetery. The Attorney General’s only determined that the only irregularity was that of a clandestine burial, even though another crime had already occurred. 

Between December 2001 and January 2002
Perla Chávez Rodríguez            
25 years old, nightclub dancer. Disappears on December 28, 2001 and one month later a peasant finds her body in a place called Of the Horn three kilometers from Aldama Chihuahua.

March 2002      
Paloma Angélica Escobar Ledezma


16 years old. Maquiladora worker and student at the Ecco School. Her body was found on March 29, 27 days after she was declared missing. Her body had been tossed in the woods along the way to the highway to Aldama. Commander Gloria Cobos of the judiciary police of the state, in charge of investigating all the disappearances of women in Chihuahua, starting circulating a photograph of Paloma’s boyfriend to implicate him. The investigation has been stalled. años, 

March-June  2003
Viviana Rayas Arellanes
Student. Disappeared on Sunday, March 16 at 5:30pm. She had done her homework in Lerdo Park, and her friends took her to the bus stop. Her body was found at the end of June 300 meters from the highway to Delicias.



June 22 2003
Maria Teresa Araiza Hernández 
19 years old. Her body was found in a in the municipality of Gran Morelos. Her pants were around her calves and her underwear was missing. The authorities assume that she commit suicide. 



Justice for Our Daughters

A non-governmental organization composed of the families of women who have disappeared or who have been murdered, together with supporters and legal advocates. It was formed in March, 2002, and with it began the monitoring of the investigations. Its principal activities are to accompany the victims of violence; to create documentation of the investigations and of the field; to work with the state, federal and international NGOs; to formulate complaints at the national and international level with Human Rights organizations and the mass media; to establish communication among the three levels of government; to distribute information about the activities and the results of their investigations.

INVESTIGATION S OF THE DISAPPEARED AND MURDERED WOMEN IN CHIHUAHUA CITY

In March of 2002 in an interview that the mothers had with the governor of the state, the governor promised to look for the missing young women and to establish a working group with the authorities of the state Attorney General’s office and the families, their lawyers and supporters with the goal of revising the way the investigations were being carried out.

A) WORKING GROUP ON MONITORING

The Attorney General’s office determines that Rocio Saenz, coordinator of the Special Unit on Sex Crimes and Domestic Violence would be in charge of the working group, and the named Itzel Acosta the coordinate, who would study the documents and follow the investigations. Also participating would be Maria Jesus Ruiz Romo, in charge of the investigation of the killing of Paloma Escobar.

They gave us copies of the documents, which had been left on the floor and bound together with string. We started the working group in June 2002, and between then and February 2003 we had fifteen meetings. In those meeting the authorities reported on the progress of the investigations, recommendations were made, and we reviewed the agreements and determined what new tasks should be undertaken. After we began to take these findings to international organizations, in February the authorities suspended the working group. The meetings were reestablished in May and June and afterward the authorities suspended them.

1. - The state of the documents in the Attorney General’s Office. 

After we picked them up from the floor and put them in order we found out that:  

· The women are not looked for. The case of Miriam Gallegos, the document is only 21 pages long and that of Erika Carrillo is only six pages long.

· Precious days are lost. 
Kidnapped
Date of Kidnapping
Date of Report
Date of first action
Days Lost

Miriam
May 4 2000
May 5
May 15______
10

Erika
December 11 2000
December 12
December 16
4

Rosalba
February 22 2001
February 23
March 21 
26 

Paloma
March 2 2002
March 3
March 5
2 

Julieta
March 7 2001
March 8
March 16
8

Minerva
March 13 2001
March 14
March 23
9

Claudia
March 9 2003
March 10 2003
March 19
9

· There are contradictory declarations made without any repetitions of questions or clarification

· There is witnesses who change their testimony without being questioned again; 

· False Declarations are made principally to discredit the victims and their families. 

· There are spontaneous declarations made that are not responses to questions. Everyone says whatever they want; 

· Statements are taken from minors without the presence of a guardian; 

· Witnesses are harassed

· Necessary tests are not made, In the case of Paloma and Erika Ivonne, there was no determination of whether rape had occurred. 

· Poorly executed and perfunctory autopsies.

· Inspections made at the wrong time. One year after the death of Paloma they are keeping watch on the Ecco school.

· Unjustified delays in the performing of duties. Sometimes the justification for delay made is that the authorities lacked transportation and per diems. 

· Unwarranted searches  Julieta, Minerva, Yesenia and Rosalba were kidnapped between February 22 and March 13 2001. The mothers of these young women were taken to brothels in Ojinaga, Reynosa, Monterrey, Durango for no reason other than to be able to say that the authorities were looking for the missing women. 

· DNA tests are not made nor are others that would permit the proper identification of the victims. 

· The bodies of murdered women are hidden. This is the case of three bodies found in October and November 2002 in Juarez and of one body in Chihuahua found on the 16 or 17 of July 2003. 

· Activities parallel to the legal process, such as the facial reconstruction being done by Dr Rodriguez Garcia to the remains that were found in July and judged to be those of Neyra Azucena Cervantes; the PGJE circulated a document without an investigation number so that Patricia Cervantes would come to the DNS test and this was taken to her home by the forensic doctor on a non-official visit to convince her that facial reconstruction was a definitive means of identification.

· Information sent to the media aimed at self-justification. This violates the fundamental human rights in that they publish in great detail the return of girls who left their homes, they supply the press the activities of minors, they show the media cadavers and evidence.

2.- Attorney General’s Staff. At the beginning of the meetings in June of 2002 we asked  for the resumes of the people who were in charge of the investigation. In the case of the two people responsible for the disappeared they have law degrees. Rocio Saenz has eleven years of experience working in the Attorney General’s office in public affairs and in internal affairs. Itz  el Acosta recently began working there.

Neither of the two have taken any courses on criminal investigations or others that would qualify them for their job. Rocio Saenz is coordinator of the Sex Crimes and Domestic Violence Unit is completely unfamiliar with the body of law that corresponds to these crimes.

The person responsible for the investigation of the killing of Paloma Escobar, Mr Ruiz Romo, never turned in his resume, but based on his actions so far, he does not appear to have the background or experience for criminal investigation. 

A recurring issue in the last 15 meetings has been our insistence that the authorities assign at least two agents to the investigation of the missing women. They continue to “lend” agents for certain duties and then they change them so that there is no continuity or permanence to their presence in the investigations. There has never been an investigation teams that is familiar with all the details of the cases and prepared to handle them properly.

3.- Kidnapping: On numerous occasions authorities at all levels have told us that the search for the young woman was being done out of a sense of humanity as a social service, because the disappearance of a person does not constitute a crime. In January when we took legal action claiming that kidnapping was occurring our claims were rejection because “this would create confusion in the investigation”.

4.- Lines of Investigation

On many occasions we have insisted that each time we learned of a new case we would cross investigate its details with those of others to try to determine elements in common. What is clear is that the investigations are being made with out a plan, without a theory, without a hypothesis, which are fundamental to all investigations.

We can determine two lines of investigation at least: the Ecco School and Comandante Gloria Cobos, who is in charge of all the investigations of the disappeared women and who planted evidence to indict an innocent in the case of Paloma Angelica Escobar.

a) YOUNG WOMEN MURDERED WHO ATTENDED THE ECCO COMPUTER SCHOOL

María de los Angeles Acosta
Ciudad Juárez
19 years old, light skinned with waist length hair Disappeared on Wednesday April 25 2001 when she was leaving her job at the Phillips Plant, to go to the Ecco Computer School, located in the city center. 

Liliana Holguín De Santiago
Ciudad Juárez
15 years old, lived with her family in the Colonia Chaveña in Juárez, Disappeared on Monday March 13 2000 at 2pm when she was on her way to the city center. The young woman worked in a small machine shop in front of the Ecco Computer school where she studied in the afternoon. On June 20 her body was found in Cerro Bola.



Esmeralda Juárez Alarcón
Ciudad Juárez
She left her job at the Carranza Market on January 7 2003 at 6pm in the city center, to go to the Ecco Computer school that is close to the Cathedral. Her body was found on February 17. She was strangled to death and it is presumed that she was sexually accosted. She was found semi-nude with her hands tied. She was very studious and she was about to finish her studies in computer programming, having already completed training in accounting.  

Paloma Escobar Ledezma
Chihuahua
16 years old, single, student and maquiladora worker. She disappeared on Saturday March 2 2002 at 3:30pm. She left her house to go to the Ecco Computer school in the city center. She was found murdered on March 29 in the outskirts of the city.



Young Women in Chihuahua who had a relationship with the Ecco Computer School 

· Erika Carrillo Enríquez student at ECCO
· Minerva Torres Albeldaño promoter for ECCO

· Rosalba Pizarro 
Disappeared at the entrance of the Ecco building, and on many occasion she told her mother that promoters of the Ecco school were following her.

· Paloma A. Escobar L. student at ECCO.

· Neyra Azucena Cervantes, ERA student and before that Ecco student  .

· Claudia Yudith Urías. Her mother worked at Ecco as a promoter

b) Gloria Isaura Cobos Ximello

Commander of the Judicial State Police in charge of the investigations of the young disappeared women in Chihuahua City and partially of the investigation into the death of Paloma Angelica Escobar Ledezema.

In the case of the killing of Paloma Angélica Escobar Ledezma,one day after her body was found, the commander showed up, accompanied by other agents, at the home of the ex-girlfriend of Vicente Cardenas, the ex-boyfriend of Paloma Angelica, to ask her for a photo of  a personal article of Vicente’s, The young woman gave her a photo, which was then found in the place where the body had been discovered. Vicente Cardenas was arrested, and thanks to the watchfulness of the family it was determined that the evidence against him was planted by the commander in order to:

Make the killing look like a crime of passion,that was personally motivated

To inculpate a suspect and show the efficiency of the authorities.

Amidst a public scandal the Commander is withdrawn from the investigation and removed from her position and indicted for the crime of abuse of power, procedural fraud and false evidence.

The Public Ministry does not handle the case well, the judge negates the order of apprehension for the first two crimes, and only allows the indictment for creating false evidence to proceed. Cobos in release on bail and is set free while she follows the trial. When she was detained she declared that she was being harassed.

5.- Forced Disappearance

After a careful study, of the exchanges among various international human rights organizations such as Amnesty International, FEDEFAM and the International Service of Human Rights, we have reached the following conclusions:

a) The cases of disappearance in Chihuahua constitute cases of forced disappearance that conform to the definition established by the Declaration on the Protection of all Persons against Forced or Involuntary Disappearances, which was approved in 1992 by the United Nations, because they show evidence of the acquiescence of the federal, judicial and state authorities.

This acquiescence manifests itself in these cases in multiple forms persistently over time: 

Refusal to look for the disappeared women in the first days;

Persistent and deliberate omission in the realizing of investigations;

The carrying out of duties with testimony that deter or distort the investigations;

The refusal to respond to the petitions by the family and its advocates to follow the lines of investigation that could lead them to the perpetrators;

The failure to sanction and the protection of bureaucrats who engaged in grave irregularities or who did not comply with their

responsibility to investigate.   No investigations have been made of the officials who are found to be involved in manipulating or creating obstacles that interfere with the investigations, such as planting evidence, intimidating family members and even for torturing witnesses and family members.

The failure to comply with the recommendations of the National Commission on Human Rights 44/98

ACCOMPANYING THE VICTIMS OF THE VIOLENCE 

The members of the organization have strong personal ties that are strengthened by the many activities that we carry out together: meetings, workshops, group therapy, protests, trips, conversations, searches for remains, interviews with the authorities, etc.

INVESTIGATING THE DOCUMENTS AND THE FIELD

We have studied, made summaries of a systematized the documentary evidence for the cases that we are involved with as legal representatives. We are comparing the investigations done by Esther Chavez Cano regarding the number and circumstances of the killings of the women with the information in the recommendation 44/98 by the CNDH, the reports of the Attorney General’s office, and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to establish what the magnitude of the problem with greater precision. We have carried out investigations and have acquired a digital database of press reports on the situation from 1993 to 2002.

OUR RELATION WITH THE OTHER NGOs

Women in Black – The Not One More Death Campaign 

We have participated in various activities organized by the Women in Black, a network of female human rights activists, political collectives and youths in Chihuahua City that for several years has been struggling for human rights for women, especially for the right to life safe from violence. Its struggle has been focused on femicide; it prevented the return of the Chihuahua Penal Code with respect to sexual crimes and domestic violence, etc, they placed the movement’s Cross of Nails in the plaza in front of the Governor’s office in Chihuahua. This cross is our symbol of the murdered women. They put another cross at the Santa Fe International Bridge in Juarez after the March for Life that went from Chihuahua to Juarez.

The Mexican Commission for the Defense and Promotion of Human Rights Since June 2002, the women in charge of the Defense and Complaint sections of this organization have served as co-counsel in the investigations. They have visited Juarez and Chihuahua City once a month, they have elaborated various forms of promotion of the cause and through this organization we have established several key contacts. The CMDPDH is part of the Not One More Death – Stop the Impunity Campaign that is organized by a network of NGOs throughout the country.

Amnesty International  We work regularly with Yaneth Baustista, one of the researches of this organization, and provided testimonies and documents for the elaboration of the report titled Intolerable Deaths: 10 Years of Disappearances and Murders in Juarez and Chihuahua. Also in May, we attended the Forum on Women and Mothers in Mexico; Voices from the Border in August; we participated in activities organized by the headquarters of AI, directed by Irene Khan, who is general secretary of the office in our city and in the capital.

We have attended several events organized by NGOs in Parral, Chihuahua, Monterrey, Mazatlan and Culiacan Sinaloa, Los Angeles, Germany, and Mexico City. We have also attended the Women’s Parliament organized by the Committee on Gender Equality of the Mexican Congress.

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PETITIONS AND COMPLAINTS

The Interamerican  Commission on Human Rights 

In coordination with the Mexican Commission for the Promotion and Defense of Human Rights, we have participated in hearings organized as part of the visit of the Special Investigator on Violence against Women Dr. Martha Altolaguirre . There will soon be presented to the Interamerican System of Protection of DDHH several cases that show how gender discrimination has occurred. We have made presentations to the Special Investigator on the denial of freedom of speech, that show the partiality of the media and the continuous defamation campaign against the families of the victims and human rights advocates.

The Human Rights Commission of the United Nations 

Two members of our organization went to the 59th UN session in Geneva Switzerland where they were interviewed by special investigators and international organizations. Norma Ledesma made an intervention in the session. The documents were given to the following investigators: Radhika COOMARASWAMY,  Asma JAHANGIR,  Param CUMARASWAMY,  and to the Working Group on Forced Disappearance. In addition, the documents were given to Ayse Feride Acar  of the Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, CEDAR.

National Commission on Human Rights Since August of 2002 in Saltillo, we have asked the president of this commission, José Luis Soberanes, for information about the adherence to the 44/98 Recommendation that the commission made to the state government. In June, after the decision by the CNDH to establish an office of investigation of the murders of women in Juarez, we have been preparing a repot on the Chihuahua cases. In August, some of the mothers of the young women who have been murdered and disappeared in Chihuahua, together with some of those who have been accused, will present a denunciation to this organization.

Office of the High Commission of the United National on Human Rights in Mexico   The goal here is to achieve greater understanding of the different kinds of human rights problems in our country, as well as to create a broad space for participation of the Juarez office in a Regional Seminar to elaborate a Diagnostic Report on the Human Rights in Mexico that could serve as a basis for a national program. The organization participated in a delegation that presented testimonies and documentation of violations of human rights in the cases of disappearances and killings of women.

RELATIONS AMONG THE THREE LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT

Federal We maintain a continuous dialogue with the Office of Human Rights of the state government; with the Undersecretary of Human Rights and Democracy of the Ministry of Foreign Relations and with the Attorney General of the Republic of Mexico.

State By means of monitoring session on the investigations and many interviews with the Attorney General.

.

Municipal  We have asked the Office of Municipal Public Safety to develop a program for the prevention of violence against women. Just as there are programs and strategies for preventing robberies of banks and businesses, etc. there should be a program that involves the identification and surveillance of dangerous areas, the detection of groups in involved in sex trafficking and prostitution, etc.

DISSEMINATION

Since March we have been editing a newspaper that is now on its third issue. We established a website: http://espanol.geocities.com/justhijas, We maintain email contact with the media, with NGOs and with many people. We create news murals, press releases, and reports. We have organized screening of the film “Senorita Extraviada” by Lourdes Portillo and maintain email contact with her.
This work is done without any state or international support, with the exception of concrete material support for our trips to the hearings on the investigations in Juarez, Geneva and other places. E

OUR DEMANDS

1. To the Federal Government and the National Commission on Human Rights: We asked that they intervene directly in the proceedings from the discovery of bodies through to their full and scientifically sound identification. We also ask that they participate in the investigations that lead to the finding of the true perpetrators of the crimes. 

2. To the three levels of government: That in the design and execution of actions to be taken, such as the Integral Security Plan, that we not be excluded.
3.  To the Governor of the State: 

A) To locate and punish the police and public officials that are responsible for torture and kidnapping. 

B) The creation of a multidisciplinary body of investigators who search for the disappeared young women and act of their disappearances immediately after they occur. 

C) That they stop the efforts to denigrate the families, the victims and the people and organizations that support them.  

D) To punish the public officials who engage in serious irregularities or who do not fulfil their responsibility to investigate the disappearances. 

4. To the State Congress: 

A) That the Attorney General and the President of the State Commission on Human Rights be elected by two thirds of the state deputies.

A) That a Penal Code on forced disappearance be formulated and put into effect. 

B) That the Attorney General be made accountable.

C) That simple means be established to that members of civil society can monitor the actions of judges and magistrates.  

5. To the State Judiciary  That it never again validate declarations obtained through torture. torture. 

6. To the Media That they treat the reporting on these matters in an unbiased manner and that they show respect for the dignity of the victims and the families.

Justicia para nuestras hijas

Justice for our Daughters

Chihuahua City, Chihuahua, Mexico, September 2003
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